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Arabic Service, Beirut programmes editor, author of the bestselling 
book 'Wadi Abou Jamil' on Jews of Lebanon. PhD in journalism.

Iason Athanasiadis
P H O T O J O U R N A L I S T  ( G R E E C E )

Iason Athanasiadis is a photojournalist, documentary-maker and 
writer working on the intersection of the Eastern Mediterranean 
with the Arab, Persian and Turkic Middle East. Fluent in Arabic, 
Persian and Turkish, he covered some of the contemporary region’s 
signature crises and lived in Cairo, Damascus, Libya's Tripoli, Sanaa 
and Tehran. He was twice-honoured with the Anna Lindh Foundation 
Mediterranean Journalism award and is currently based between 
Athens, Istanbul and Tunis.
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H.E. Dr Nabil Al-Sharif, Executive Director of the Anna Lindh        
Foundation for Dialogue between Cultures, former Senator,             
Ambassador, Minister and a strong advocate for intercultural           
dialogue. Nabil Al-Sharif's has an extensive background in public 
service, which includes positions as Minister of Media Affairs & 
Government Spokesperson of The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
and member of the Upper House of Jordan’s Parliament.
Al-Sharif has also served Jordan’s Foreign Service in the capacity of 
Ambassador to Morocco, Mauritania and Senegal. Previously, 
Al-Sharif has also worked as Editor-in-Chief of the Ad-Dustour    
newspaper, which is an Arabic-language daily in Jordan. He was also 
the cultural editor of a local Jordanian daily and wrote extensively 
both in Arabic and English on the need for enhancing intercultural 
dialogue. Dr Al-Sharif obtained his PhD and MA in English Literature 
from Indiana University in the US. He also taught at three Jordanian 
universities for a number of years.
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Moroccan-Monegasque award-winning TV host reporter,                       
documentary film director, published author and content producer 
with millions of viewers on TV and an audience of nearly a million 
people on her digital platform, Leila Ghandi advocates for women 
empowerment, the protection of the environment, and the                  
promotion of inter-cultural dialogue.
She is an international Master of Ceremony, public speaker and 
moderator at high level conferences and global events including for 
United Nations agencies and the European Parliament.
Leila graduated from Sciences Po Paris and was granted a full              
scholarship to undertake the “Women and power” executive 
program at Harvard. Adventurer, she is the first Moroccan woman to 
travel the world solo and inspire others to do so.
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Dr. Ioannis N. Grigoriadis is an Associate Professor and Jean Monnet 
Chair of European Studies at the Department of Political Science and 
Public Administration, Bilkent University and a Research Fellow at 
the Hellenic Foundation of European and Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP).  
His research interests include late Ottoman and republican Turkish 
politics and history with a focus on nationalism and democratization. 
He speaks fluent Greek, English, German, Turkish, French, very good 
Russian, and good Arabic and Italian.  
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Eleonora Insalaco is the Head of Operations and Intercultural               
Research at the Anna Lindh Foundation.
She is also the editor of three consecutive editions of the Anna Lindh 
Report on Intercultural Trends in the EuroMed region (2010, 2014, 
2017 editions) and of the Anna Lindh Handbook on Intercultural 
Citizenship Education in the EuroMed region.
She is a graduate of the College of Europe, with academic expertise 
in Islamic studies and Euro-Med relations in the field of education, 
research, youth, civil society, cultural and media.
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Dr Nadia MOTII serves as a Professor of Business Management and 
Human Resources at the University Mohammed V in Rabat for over 
25 years. Her areas of expertise and interest include Business 
studies, Higher Education Quality, International Relations and         
Politics. She was entrusted as Advisor to the President of           
Mohammed V University, in charge of international cooperation.   
She also consulted on projects pertaining to development, education 
and governance with several NGOs and international institutions 
including the UNDP, Africa Humanitarian Action, the Ministry for 
Civil Service and Administrative Reform where she served in the 
Cabinet of the Minister in charge of UN and UNDP projects in the 
MENA region.

Mònica Rius-Piniés
P R O F E S S O R ,  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  B A R C E L O N A  ( S P A I N )

Dr. Mònica Rius-Piniés is professor of Arabic Studies at the                 
University of Barcelona and director of the chair UNESCO Women, 
Development and Cultures. Her research interests center on 
contemporary Arabic literature, gender and postcolonial studies, 
and social history of science and medicine. Her publications include 
(2020). "Sciences and technology" in Fierro, M. ed. The Routledge 
Handbook of Muslim Iberia by Routledge and with Siguan, M. eds. 
(2018) Ex-Patria. “Pensamiento utópico en las literaturas del exilio y 
la diáspora”, Icaria-Antrazyt.
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Marcello Scalisi is the Director of UNIMED – Mediterranean            
Universities Union – since 2008. He holds a degree in Historical 
Sciences and in International Cooperation at the Faculty of                     
Literature, Philosophy and Languages of University of Roma Tre, 
Rome. He gained extensive experience in Sicily in the sustainable 
tourism sector, managing and monitoring EU projects for local                        
tourism development.  He started working at UNIMED in 1998 as 
project manager and moved gradually to the coordination of            
UNIMED’s European, International and National funded initiatives 
and projects. Since Marcello Scalisi became director of UNIMED, 
there has been a significant increase of the number of associated 
universities to the network, funded projects and employees and 
collaborators. Moreover, UNIMED is nowadays a permanent 
stakeholder of the European Commission.


